






SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

Avonmore Associates

sportsfield construction

25 year of experience in 
bowling greens, fine turf 

management, pitch design,
sportsfield construction

and irrigation

Tel: 01789 293439
email: info@avonmore-associates.co.uk

www.avonmore-associates.co.uk

SPARE PARTS

for turf maintenance 
machinery

Tel: (0044) 0114 251 3344     
Email: sales@tines.co.uk 

Fax: (0044) 0114 251 3000

www.tines.co.uk

INTERNATIONAL LTD

Tines

THE UK’s PREMIER SUPPLIER 
FOR ALL YOUR GOLF AND TURF 

MACHINERY SPARES

Slitters
Scarifiers

Design and construction of synthetic 
and natural sports surfaces and facilities

Football, Hockey Multi-Sports,
Cricket, Tennis & Bowls

Tel: 01474 364320

the pitch of performance

www.activeleisurecontracts.co.uk

Help us to help you!
When responding to
advertising please
mention that you 

‘saw it in Pitchcare’

Classifieds
To advertise in this section contact 

Peter Britton on 01747 855335
email: peter@pitchcare.com
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SPRAYERS

The third in this series of
articles will concentrate
on the various choices you

have in sourcing your own
water. They are many and
varied and it is worth the effort
to find out what is practical
and/or feasible. Invariably, you
will find that there will be
some, or in many cases,
considerable, savings on cost
over your present situation.
The worse case cost scenario
is to buy your water from the
local water authority. The cost
is variable dependant on
where you are in the country
(international water sourcing is
a book in its own right!).
Generally, the water
requirement to rainfall ratio
will dictate the cost i.e South
East - expensive, North West -
less expensive (but never
cheap!).
When analysing contracting
costs look to recoup in water
savings over a five to ten year
period (easier to justify).
However, in environmental and
self sufficiency terms, you
should really look at the longer
term.
Self sufficiency is the ideal for
the following reasons:
• Environmentally sound

practice
• It is cost effective - you miss

out the middle man
• Public perception will

improve measurably

• You are in control 
The Choices
In all cases step one is how
much water do you need?
Once this is ascertained you
can then research how you can
satisfy that requirement. 
• Reservoir/Pond/Lake - main

considerations include site
location and space/capacity
required. Something else to
consider is the
ingress/egress of water
supply (empty or stagnant
reservoirs are not attractive) 

• River - main considerations
include flow rates for
abstraction purposes and
the possible impact on other
users 

• Bore Hole - main
considerations include
location, depth, effect on
other possible users. In most
cases you will pay a
considerable sum before the
decision is made to grant a
licence to abstract - good
research lessens the chance
element

• Rain Harvesting - main
considerations include the
proposed area to be covered
and measure of supply, from
simple roof top collection to
complicated drainage as
well as any other supply
route/source - storage and
capacity sufficient for needs

Existing successes usually
involve a combination of all, or

The third article in Duncan McGilvray’s series on irrigation
looks at being self sufficient with your water supply and
what is available to you.

SELF SUFFICIENCY
IN WATER...

Irrigation

AGRIPOWER

TOP DRESSING
OVER SEEDING
DE-COMPACTION
VERTIDRAINING
GROUND BREAKING
LANDSCAPING

SPECIALISTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
SPORTSTURF CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE & MAINTENANCE

TEL: 01494 866776
FAX: 01494 866779

www.agripower.co.uk



D CRANE
SPORTSTURF

EST. 1984

CONSTRUCTION
Golf Courses and Sports Fields

DRAINAGE
Sand Slitting, Gravel Banding, Piped Drainage

RENOVATION
Verti Draining, Scarifying, Hollow Coring, 

Koro Top Dressing, Overseeding, Sand Spreading

SPRAYING
Fungicide, Pesticide, Herbicide

For further details & consultation contact
07860 458822 or 07921 290985
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SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

Tel: 01924 493359 Mob: 07778 288579
Email: alan.chappelow@btconnect.com

CONSTRUCTION•DRAINAGE
RENOVATION•SPRAYING

Classifieds
To advertise in this section contact 

Peter Britton on 01747 855335
email: peter@pitchcare.com

Vertidraining, Hollow Coring, Overseeding, Draining, 
Gravel Banding, Field Top Maker, Deep Scarifying & 

all types of Sports Turf Maintenance 

Mobile: 07860 259692  Tel: 01284 735105
Fax 01284 735105

Email: peter@buryturfcare.com www.buryturfcare.com

SPECIALIST SPORTSTURF CONSTRUCTION
& DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

• Gravel Banding • Sand Slitting
• Top Dressing • Renovation • Irrigation

Unit 7, Brailes Industrial Estate, Winderton Lane, Lower Brailes
Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 5JW

Tel: 01608 685800  Fax: 01608 685801
email: jim@dwclarkdrainageltd.co.uk Web: www.dwclarkdrainageltd.co.uk

D W Clark
DRAINAGE LTD

FTS

Unit 5, Beenham Industrial Estate
Reading, Berkshire RG7 5PP

Tel: 0118 9714420
Mob: 07768 696291
Fax: 0118 9714522

www.fts-sportsturf.co.uk

Sportsground & Amenity
Contractors

Cricket Pitch
Specialists

CONSTRUCTION
Sports Fields and Golf Courses

DRAINAGE
Sand Slitting, Gravel Banding

RENOVATION
Verti Draining, Hollow Coring, Scarifying, 

Koro Field Topmaker, Topdressing,
Overseeding, Sand Spreading

Mobile: 07768 122577 
Tel: 01772 780545

danvicturfcare@btconnect.com

some, of the above.
All of the sources require
quality analysis, contact with
the authorities (normally the
Environment Agency, which
now encompasses the defunct
National Rivers Authority), in
the first instance and sound
advice.
Reputable companies will give
you a free site visit to look at
the feasibility of any self
sufficiency project with no
obligation. Following the
company’s short report you
can then make the necessary
decision to progress from an
informed viewpoint.
Grant Aid        
There exists self sufficiency
funding grants dependant on
where you are in the country,
and it is our belief that this will
become more accessible and
easier to source in future - it
makes environmental, supply
and political sense.

Water is vital to all life and, if
not already, is becoming very
expensive.
Sourcing water supply for
irrigation purposes has, and
will continue to, become more
and more important as time
goes by - acting now will
ensure you find out what your
possibilities are for the future. 

Duncan McGilvray, Managing Director,
Enviropro H2O Ltd. Email:
duncan.mcgilvray@enviroproh2o.com

Made of all-aluminium for more
durability, the unit also features
improved castors for better
mobility and operation, plus a
large 5 feet wide squeezy blade.
A recent trial of the tool was
carried out by the groundstaff at
Wolverhampton Wanderers to
remove surface water from the
pitch covers. They were very
impressed with its performance.
Being light and easy to handle
while, at the same time, doing
the task of removing surface
water efficiently. In fact they were so impressed
they purchased another two!

The rain shuttle can be purchased from the
Pitchcare shop and retails at £149.95 see link :-
www.pitchcare.com/shop/product/7751/62

The Rain shuttle is a lightweight aluminium pedestrian tool
for removing surface water from sports surfaces.

RAIN SHUTTLE
Tools of the Trade



WORTH 
DRAINING

25 years experience in 
sports turf aeration

Verti draining 
Blec Groundbreaker

Overseeding - Sanding 
Top Dressing
Hollow Coring

Tel/Fax 01476 550266
Mobile: 07855 431119/20
email: bloodworth@onetel.com
www.worth-ddraining.com

Consultancy, Management & Renovation
of Sports Surfaces

Winter Pitch renovation
BLEC Groundbreaker and
Sandmaster attachment

Koro Field Topmaker
Midlands & North Wales

Mobile: 07779 333010
Tel: 01889 567449

www.vitalturfmanagement.co.uk
Email: lee@vitalturfmanagement.co.uk
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Advertising in the
classified section of
Pitchcare costs as
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Sportsfield Construction
Drainage Schemes
Renovations & Improvements
Cricket Specialists

Tel: 01529 455757 Fax: 01529 455775
e-mail: steve@stevenpask.co.uk
www.stevenpask.co.uk

A. SMITH GRASS SERVICES
A Healthy Solution to the Perfect Surface

TEL: 01473 652982
MOB: 07759 542773

Email: a@grassservice.com

VIBRA-TINE SAND MASTER
GWAZAE DEEP GROUND PROBE AERATION

KORO FIELD TOP MAKER • SCARIFYING
VERTI-DRAINING • HOLLOW CORING

SEEDING • TOP DRESSING

TOWED GANG
MOWERS

Being ground driven, towed
gang mowers are not too
complicated and are,

therefore, relatively easy to
maintain.    

When I first started repairing
grass machinery, towed gangs
played a big part in my work
load. I remember working on
Greens Rangers, Mitchells,
Atcos, Shanks, Lloyds and, of
course, the redoubtable
Ransomes.

The Ransomes gangs have
stood the test of time. They will
put up with being left outside in
all weathers, with no oil and no
love and affection and, yet, still
work (of sorts). However, if cared
for correctly, clubs will have a
set of mowers that will give
years of trouble free mowing to
a good standard.

In this article I will look at the
Ransomes Mk 3 Aero Cutters,
Mk 10 and Mk 10 Sports
Cutters, Mk 12 Magnas and later
Mk 11 and 13. The differences
on the latter are the gear
selector mechanism and the
bottom blade adjuster bolts.

The construction is fairly
basic. The front axle draw bar
has ¼ inch steel side plates
which mount the gear and pawl
drive assembly. The cutting
cylinder runs on two self aligning
bearings, in two removable
bearing housings, which slide
into the side plates. The bottom
blade pivots on two shoulder
bolts which also supports the
land roller assembly.

Stripping units for
reconditioning is as follows:
Start by removing the wheels,
rear land roller and bottom
blade assembly. To remove the
cutting cylinder first remove the
covers on top of the gear boxes
and remove the bolts on the
cutting cylinder bearing housing.

Remove the cutting cylinder by
pulling up out of the frames.
Remove the gear case covers,
check and clean gear box parts,
idler gear and shaft. Remove the
main gear and pawl assembly
and gear selector parts.

On the Mk 10 and 12, the
gear selector slides in and out
and is retained in position by a
spring and ball detent assembly.
On the Mk 11 and 13, simply
pull in and out and lock by
turning the lever. It is best to
remove both types to clean and
oil. Remove the springs and
balls and fit new ones. Clean the
housing where the parts slide in
and out. Clean out the spring
hole with a good fitting drill to
remove old grease and rust.

Check and clean the main
gears and pawls and the gear
hub bearings. Fit new if required.

Check the idler gear pivot
shaft for wear, and also the hole
in the side plate where the shaft
fits into it. The shaft can become
loose and wear the hole into a
slot. This will allow the gear to
move up and down in the side
plate as the mower is driven. In
time this will result in cutting
cylinder bearing failure. 

Also, check the hole in the
side plate where the roller and
bottom blade block pivot. The
draw bar will also wear at the
point where the frame fits. All
the worn parts can be built up.
This can be done with stick
welder, then, cleaned up with an

Service and Repair

EDWIN ROBERTS of Classic Mowers looks at the towed
gang mower and suggests that they still represent
good value for smaller sports clubs if maintained
correctly

Sports Turf 

Contracting Ltd 

Call us now for the best pitch 

renovation prices in 2008! 

07980 604430 

Free site visit and free advice 

from qualified agronomist 

Get more for your money 
WITH

SPORTS TURF RENOVATION & 
CONSTRUCTION

EXPERT ADVICE &
AGRONOMY SERVICES

FINE TURF MAINTENANCE WORK
SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT HIRE

TEL: 01952 511000
www.oakleysgroundcare.com

E.mail phil@oakleysgroundcare.co.uk
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The tts culture is based on its independence.

tts embodies a new generation of turf consultants combining experienced
and practical groundsmen with in-depth technical knowledge.

For more information on how tts can improve your playing surfaces and
contribute effective resource management to your organisation, don’t
hesitate to call.

Total Turf Solutions
One resource for all your turf care needs

Telephone: 01604 750555  Mobile: 07973 885 775
Website: www.totalturfsolutions.co.uk  email: enquiry@totalturfsolutions.co.uk

SPORTS TURF CONSULTANTS

SWEEPERS

We offer the largest and most comprehensive 
range of pedestrian hydraulic propelled 
equipment and sweeping attachments

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

KERSTEN SWEEPERS

Kersten (UK) Ltd. Reading RG7 3AH

Tel 0118 9834337
Fax 0118 9834512
info@kersten-machines.com

www.kersten-machines.com
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TURF SUPPLIERS

GROWERS OF
QUALITY TURF

Telephone:
01842 828266

Website:
www.qlawns.co.uk

Email:
sales@qlawns.co.uk

Specialist growers of sportsturf with a
wide range of grades, rootzones, thick

and fibre reinforced turf

Tel: 01904 448675
sales@turf.co.uk

www.turf.co.uk

“For landscaping, 
for sports, for amenity ...”

Tel: 01724 855000
Fax: 01724 282777

email: andyfraser@countyturf.co.uk
www.countyturf.co.uk

Tel: 01724 855000
Fax: 01724 282777

email: andyfraser@countyturf.co.uk
www.countyturf.co.uk

Growers of natural & rootzone sports turf
using the very best STRI cultivars

NO MORE DOWNTIME - 100% RECYCLABLE
WHEELBARROWS TO GOLFCARS

PSI RATED TYRES KIND TO YOUR TURF
CALL 01564 824343 

FOR PRICE AND TYRE AVAILABILITY
WWW.HANCOX.CO.UK

TYRES

angle grinder. The holes can be
cleaned up with a round file. 

The cutting cylinder bearings
are of the twin row, self aligning
type. When I fit new, I use the
sealed types as I find that
greasing with a grease gun is
often overlooked and, as the
mower generally stands outside
in all weathers, the sealed
bearings help to keep the rain
out.

There can be two types of oil
seal fitted in the bearing
housing. For the Mk 10 - 12 use
the Dowty type seal which seals
on the outside of the seal. For
the Mk 11 and 13 use a seal
which is on the inside. If you
have problems getting Dowty
seals try your local bearing
supplier. Do not try and fit later
types into Mk 10 and 12 bearing
housing as the outside diameter
is too large. 

Check and clean gear covers if
required. Remove the seals from
the cover by drilling out the
copper rivets. There are two
types of seals fitted, rubber or
leather. I find it best not to fit
the rubber type. The leather seal
is a superior part but it is not
easy to fit. Now we get to the bit,
where, on Blue Peter, they would
say “don’t do this at home”.  

Prior to fitting, the leather seal
is softened by warming it up in a
pan of oil on a stove. Do not over
heat the oil. Remember this is a
dangerous procedure so wear
safety glasses and protective
clothes. Also, have a means of
putting out an oil fire. This may
sound a bit dangerous, but it is
the only way to fit the seal to the
case.

When the seal is warm,
remove from the oil and place in
the case with the steel ring. Fit a
rivet from the outside of the
case. Fit the seal and ring. Place
the rivet head on the vice and
punch up from the inside. Now
work around until all the rivets
are fitted. To help in fitting rivets

a tapered pin punch is used for
lining up the holes for the rivets
to go in.

I find it is best to fit the seals
and cover assembly onto the
gear hubs when still warm so
that the leather seal will go over
the hub without splitting. So, it is
best to do this operation when
the gear assemblies are refitted
to side plates.

Next, look at the bottom blade
block assembly. Regrind the
bottom blade. If it is worn
remove the bottom blade and fit
new. I find it is best to grind the
new blade on the block as this
will make it easy to set up for
cutting.

The rear land roller assembly
will require the bearing cleaned
or a new one fitted. If the rollers
are in poor condition you could
fit new lightweight ones. These
are not repairable but will do the
job.

Check over the cutting
cylinder for damaged blades and
broken welds and repair if
required. Repaint and regrind
the cylinder. 

All the sub units are now
ready for fitting the machine
together. This is the bit I like.

Starting with the cutting
cylinder, fit it in to the frame,
fitting the four bolts on each
side plate. Place the adjusting
tube assembly on bottom blade
adjusting bolts. 

Now, fit the bottom block
assembly and rear land roller,
greasing the pivot bushes and
bolts. Fit new adjusting nuts and
bolts to the bottom block,
adjusting the pivot. Then fit the
gear assembly and gear case to
the side plates. Fill with oil. Fit to
covers. Refit wheels. Adjust
cutting cylinder. Refit to frames
and test. 

If you have completed all the
work thus far you will end up
with gang mowers that will give
you another ten years of good
service. Happy towing.



Use Airforce
Outstanding technology for the

restoration of Turf and Trees

The advanced
Airforce Terralift

machinery

Deep aeration and
root feeding to one

metre deep

As recently used on 
the Waterloo Green and
recommended by Bowls

Manager Jim Parker

TERRAIN AERATION
T: 01449 673783  F: 01449 614564

email: terrainaeration@aol.com
www.terrainaeration.co.uk
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TREES

WATER AERATION

WEED CONTROL

Home of the Spraying Mantis

One of the leading
contract spraying
organisations in the
Professional Sports
Turf Industry

Golf courses, racecourses, sports
clubs, local authorities, football and
rugby clubs, schools and universities 

Email: spraying@weedfree.co.uk
Free Call 0800 068 08 78

www.weedfree.co.uk

Languard
Vegetation
Management

•Broadleaved Selective
Weed Control 

•Sports Turf Nutrition 
•Soil Pest Control 
•Grass Growth Regulation 
•Moss Control 
•Invasive Weed Control 
•Aquatic Weed Control 

•Broadleaved Selective
Weed Control 

•Sports Turf Nutrition 
•Soil Pest Control 
•Grass Growth Regulation 
•Moss Control 
•Invasive Weed Control 
•Aquatic Weed Control 

T: 01858 880898 E: info@languard.co.uk

Safeguarding the Environment

Aquatic Management Aeration Systems 
• WILL REDUCE AQUATIC WEEDS and ALGAE 
• WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH CLEANER WATER
• WILL IMPROVE YOUR FISHING
• GOLF COURSES
• ORNAMENTAL LAKES & PONDS
• TAILOR MADE TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Email: sales@kristalklearaerators.com
Website: www.kristalklearaerators.com
Tel: 01202 824966
Mobile: 07884 338014
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MOSS AND ALGAE ON
SPORTS SURFACES

Algae and Moss

With the inclement, milder, wet weather recently
experienced in most parts of the country we are seeing a
significant rise in algae and moss problems on turf and on
artificial sports surfaces. Report by Laurence Gale MSc

There are over 12,000 species of
moss and algae, of which over 50
species are found to affect turf
surfaces. Mosses are primitive
non-flowering plants that have no
root structure and rely on
sufficient moisture being present
in the environment for
reproduction and survival. The
majority of them are tolerant of
acidic conditions and are
stimulated by cool, wet, humid
conditions. Rapid colonisation of
moss and algae usually occurs
during the autumn and winter
months when soil and artificial
sports surfaces are lying wet and
saturated for long periods of time,
and particularly when little or no
regular maintenance has been
undertaken. 
There are three main types of
mosses found in turf. 
Cushion forming:
Tiny upright clusters of growth,
those associated with closely
mown and scalped turf situations. 
Trailing mosses:
Feathered looking types of moss,
those associated with poor
drainage and shade problems. 
Upright mosses:
Larger tuft type mosses, those
associated with drier acidic soils. 
Symptoms:
Mosses grow slowly and are
tolerant of shade and close
mowing. They are able to populate
turf situations when turf grasses
are under stress and bare soil
areas are available for the moss to
invade. Moss can spread either by
spores or by detached fragments
of the parent plant material. 
However, mosses are less tolerant
of wear. Mosses are not the cause
of turf decline but a symptom of
environmental conditions or poor
maintenance regimes. Mosses are
also a common sight on infertile
acidic sandy soils that are allowed
to dry out. Mosses may invade

when any of the following
conditions are prevalent. 
• Long periods of wet weather 
• Long periods of dry weather 
• Low soil fertility 
• Compacted soils 
• Low or high soil pH 
• Excessive shade 
• Poorly drained soils 
• High thatch contents 
• Poor air circulation 
• Closely mown/weak grass

growth 
• High nitrogen levels 
• Ineffective maintenance

regimes, particularly mowing,
fertilising, aeration, brushing,
scarifying and pesticide/weed
control operations 

Grasses grow poorly in dense
shade because of low light and
increased disease activity;
therefore, shady grass areas
usually have more moss than
grass areas in full sun. Thinning
out trees by selective pruning or
removing trees completely may
reduce moss encroachment. In
some cases, it is easier to
redesign the area and eliminate
turf than it is to improve lighting. 
When planting new areas in shady
sites, be careful to select shade-
tolerant grass species. 
Wet soils caused by poor drainage
or excessive irrigation provide a
perfect environment for
germination and growth of moss
spores or plant fragments. Poor
drainage sometimes can be
improved by promoting water
infiltration by core cultivation,
slicing or thatch removal. These
practices also improve turfgrass
vigor and competitiveness.
Often, drainage can be improved
by the installation of primary or
secondary drainage systems to
help remove surface water.
Algae can cause a glutinous slime

www.pitchcare.com

WASTE WATER MANAGEMENTTOPDRESSING & LOAM 

Top quality dressings
Kaloam & Ongar Loam • Fertilisers

Specialist grass seeds, machinery & tools

Contact: Alan Ford - Tel:0870 242 1090
Alan.ford@monrogoundrey.co.uk
www.monrogoundrey.co.uk

Contact: Philip Furner - Tel:01277 890246
sales@binderloams.co.uk

www.binderloams.co.uk
Contact: Andy Hodges - Tel:01202 537777

sales@roffey.ltd.uk
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(squidge) which is associated with
fine turf situations. It is more
prolific during the spring time
when the ground conditions are
moist and wet, and air
temperatures and light levels
begin to increase, thus stimulating
the growth of these algae.
The symptoms show as dark green
or black slimy growth that covers
the plant and soil surface,
resulting in a very slippery surface,
which can be quite dangerous and
affect surface playability.
Conditions that increase the
likelihood of an attack of algae are
the same as moss but are
encouraged when surfaces remain
waterlogged and smeared. 
Surfaces affected:
Both natural and synthetic
surfaces can be affected by moss
and algae attack when the
favoured conditions are prevalent.
Playing characteristics are
affected in that moss and algae
can affect ball bounce/roll on fine
turf situations. The slime that
algae produce causes the biggest
problem on sport surfaces making
them dangerous, particularly if
algae has formed on sloping grass
areas, such as golf fairways. Moss
and algae also cause surface
traction problems for players on
artificial surfaces, which may
result in injuries. 
Control of Moss and Algae:
The main reasons for moss and
algae attack are poor
maintenance and lack of effective
cultural practices, coupled with
environmental factors that
stimulate moss and algae growth
(wet damp humid conditions). 
Any cultural practices that
encourages turf growth and
development should be employed
to control moss. Evaluate the site
and make necessary plans to
implement maintenance regimes
to improve the soil environment,
reducing excessive moisture and
water from the turf surfaces. 
Natural Turf surfaces:
• Improve surface soil drainage 
• Monitor and maintain soil pH

levels 
• Reduce soil compaction by

aeration
• Improve air circulation over

surfaces 
• Maintain soil fertility (carry out

soil analysis) 
• Maintain trees to prevent

shading

• Avoid excessive irrigation 
• Avoid close mowing 
• Control thatch 
• Choose and grow recommended

grass varieties for location and
sport surface requirement 

• Carry our regular maintenance
regimes that reduce the
environment for moss and
algae, i.e. regular brushing,
sweeping, aeration, scarification
and fertiliser programmes

• Chemical control using
approved pesticides 

Artificial Turf surfaces:
• Keep surface clean 
• Regular brushing and sweeping

of surface 
• Chemical control using

approved chemicals at approved
rates of application; it is
important to seek
manufacturer’s
recommendations on what
product to use on synthetic
surfaces to prevent damage or
discolouring

Conclusions:
The best form of eradication is to
ensure a healthy grass sward is
maintained, which is usually
achieved by good regular
maintenance regimes, particularly
aeration to keep the soil in good
condition. If, however, you are
saddled with a turf situation that
has a lot of moss present, there
will be a requirement to kill the
moss off with an approved
chemical containing an active
ingredient of Sulphate of Iron and,
when it has died off, remove the
dead matter by
scarification/raking.
To achieve the best results relies
on good timing of operations,
which are best suited during the
spring and autumn periods.
However, soil analysis of turf
facilities that have used these
chemicals to control moss over
long periods of time has found
that chemical changes have
occurred in the soil profile and
have created other problems, iron
pans have been formed by over
use of sulphate of iron, and pH
levels can be influenced. 
The best form of control is good
cultural practises to reduce the
environment that mosses and
algae prefer. 

As two of the leading state schools in the country, the King Edward VI Camp Hill
Schools share a beautiful campus in the Birmingham suburb of Kings Heath.
The schools require a Chief Groundsman to be responsible for playing fields,
gardens and sports facilities. The successful candidate will also line manage an
experienced colleague and, if necessary, will look to expand the grounds staff.
This is a marvellous opportunity for a suitably qualified and experienced
Groundsperson to develop the 33 acre site to its full potential. The ideal
candidate will have a proven track record of grounds work, especially the
preparation of cricket pitches and will possess a clean driving licence.
The post carries a competitive salary in line with IOG rates and a pension
scheme. Accommodation on site will be available, if required, for this full time
post.
The King Edward VI Camp Hill Schools are committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and applicants must be willing to undergo
child protection screening appropriate to the post, including a check with past
employers and the Criminal Records Bureau. King Edward VI Camp Hill Schools
are an equal opportunities employer.
Further details and application forms available from:
Tel:  0121 444 3188  Email: enquiries@camphillboys.bham.sch.uk
Fax: 0121 441 2796  Website: www.camphillboys.bham.sch.uk
Closing date: Tuesday 4 March 2008

King Edward VI Camp Hill Schools, Vicarage Road
Kings Heath, Birmingham B14 7QJ

Chief Groundsman

Specialist College for

Science

Specialist College for

Humanities

BACK ISSUES of Pitchcare magazine are
available by emailing mail@pitchcare.com
or tel: 01902 824392
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The not so serious side of the industry

I don’t believe it!

No ball
games!

No forking smoking!!!

©BBC

IT appears that Colchester
United FC are having trouble
persuading their fans not to
smoke during matches at
their Layer Road ground.

The stadium announcer has
tried various threats including
electrocution, being made to
listen to Will Young and
being hung from the
floodlights - all have
apparently failed to
discourage the smokers. 

So, during half time in the
match against Southampton,
he enlisted the help of the
groundstaff with the following
‘off the wall’ announcement:

“Anyone caught smoking at
Layer Road will be buried in
the centre circle by the
forking groundsman, with
only their head showing, and
left there during the second
half.”

THE parish council of
Collingbourne Ducis, a
small village on Salisbury
Plain, have had an attack
of the ‘Laurence’s’ but not
even our Loz could have
come up with this
gobbledegook. The
following is from a sign
put up in the village’s
recreation ground
outlining its use. Why use
three words when fifty
eight will do?!

Where the Council set apart anysuch part of the ground as may befixed by the Council and may bedescribed in a notice board affixedor set up in some conspicuousposition on the ground, for thepurpose of any game specified inthe notice board which, by reasonof the rules or manner of playing,or for the prevention of damage,danger, or discomfort to anyperson on the ground, maynecessitate the exclusive use bythe player or players of any spaceon such part of the ground - aperson shall not in any spaceelsewhere on the ground play ortake part in any game so specifiedin such a manner as to exclude notplaying or taking part in the gamefrom the use of such space.

IT took Robbie, the
Greenkeeper at the Charteris
Bay Golf Club in New
Zealand, 54 years to pluck up
the courage to tell people
about his true identity as a
woman. For most of his life
he had been cross-dressing
privately at home, fearful that
somebody would discover his
secret. 

During a week’s holiday on
the West Coast as a female
last year, he realised there was
no going back and, in
December, he began life
afresh as Rebeka, after
sending letters to the golf
committee and friends
announcing his new identity.

There is one traditionally

male passion Rebeka has not
shaken. When she is not
sitting astride a ride-on
mower cutting the greens,
her transport of choice is a
gleaming, black Suzuki
SV1000S motorbike!

‘Girl’ on a motorbike?

EXCUSE us a bit of self
indulgence but the Pitchcare
staff do like to see their faces
in print occasionally ...
although, after this report,
they may change their minds!

A recent jaunt to deepest
Shropshire for a ‘strategy’
meeting gave the PC head
office staff, and their various
outworkers, the
opportunity
to get
together for
a bit of team
building.

The two
days included
clay pigeon
shooting, fly
fishing
tuition, target
shooting .... oh, and work!

As you would expect our
editor, Laurence Gale, rushed
around like a child fed
exclusively on blue smarties!
There were some surprises in
the ‘sporting’ stakes with Web
Developer Alastair Battrick
landing the largest fish, a 5lb
Rainbow Trout. Dan (shop)
Hughes spent every available
spare moment trying to catch
something and was so
delighted with his one and
only ‘tiddler’ that he actually
kissed it.

Clay pigeon shooting gave
everyone a bruised shoulder
along with evidence that even
a barn door was safe when
John Richards was taking
aim! Target shooting
was a little more
restrained but it
would not be
prudent to say whose
image was on 

the target! Needless to say,
everyone’s aim was good.

The large tin of Quality
Street was the domain of Ellie
Tait and Christine Johnson
(mainly) whilst some wag
(thanks Loz) suggested that
Pitchcare Peter looked like
the new England coach Fabio
Capello - so why the long face
after winning the first game?

And finally, it was a first
works outing for baby Max
Saltman who, at just five
weeks old, still offered more

sound advice than
some of the
assembled workforce!

Hunting, shooting 
and WORK!
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Top: Alastair Battrick. Left:
Dan Hughes. Below: Dave
Saltman fly fishing

Top: Peter
(Capello)
Britton. Left
John (mind that
barn) Richards.
Right: Nicky
and Max
Saltman ... ah



MARCH

8th - Scotland v England, RBS 6
Nations, Murrayfield Stadium,
Edinburgh (www.scottishrugby.org)
11th - 14th - Cheltenham National
Hunt Festival (www.cheltenham.co.uk)
22nd - EDF Energy Cup Semi-Finals,
Millennium Stadium, Cardiff
(www.millenniumstadium.com)
APRIL

5th - The Grand National, Aintree
Racecourse (www.aintree.co.uk)
6th - Olympic Torch Relay, London
(www.london.gov.uk/torchrelay/)
12th - Rugby Union EDF Energy Cup
Final, Twickenham Stadium
(www.rfu.com)
MAY

1st to 4th - Badminton Horse Trials,
Badminton, Gloucestershire
(www.badminton-horse.co.uk)
14th - UEFA Cup Final, City of
Manchester Stadium
(www.mcfc.co.uk)
15th to 19th - Cricket 1st Test,
England v New Zealand, Lord's
(www.cricketworld.com)
17th - FA Cup Final, Wembley
Stadium (www.wembleystadium.com)
21st - Champions League Final,
Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow
(www.uefa.com)
23rd to 27th - Cricket 2nd Test,
England v New Zealand, Old
Trafford (www.cricketworld.com)
24th - Heineken Cup Final,
Twickenham Stadium, London
(www.rfu.com)
To add your event to Forward Thinking
please email details to ellie@pitchcare.com
and don’t forget that you can add it to
Pitchcare’s online calendar yourself! Simply
log on to www.pitchcare.com, select
‘Calendar’ in the Home drop down button on
the top banner and click on “Add event’ at
the top of the page.

... they have just
purchased an evasive weed
company
... they don’t work from
the same hymn sheet
... Twice times per week
Malcolm in now in his firth
and final year of
renovating
... then in the back end a
Late September 
He’s been a life long
supporter for over 30 years
It’s like that chap out of
Dad’s Army, you know ...

what’s his name ...
Bernard

Mainwairing
Nobody has
heard of this
Seth Blatter
It’ll be the
injuries that
kill them

Forward
THINKING

Quote me happy

“ DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

NATHAN Smithers, a Greenkeeper from
West Sussex, is lead singer of Bon Jovi
tribute band, Born to Be Jovi. He wears
leather trousers and has perfected that Jon
Bon Jovi strut. 

Nathan realised he sounded like Jon when
he won a karaoke competition when singing
You Give Love a Bad Name, BJ’s biggest hit
to date.

So he got a shaggy haircut, and, with the
help of his wife Natasha, shopped for a new
wardrobe full of ripped denim and
bandannas.

Then, together with his best mate and

brother, Nathan formed Born to Be Jovi.
He spent hours perfecting his act watching

videos of the real band to make sure his
mannerisms were spot on.  

And it appears to have paid off - Born to
Be Jovi play about four gigs a month,
although it’s not quite enough for Nathan to
give up his job as a greenkeeper. 

Last word from Natasha, “I’d defy anyone
not to get excited when your husband looks
and sounds just like Jon Bon Jovi. I’ve got
the best of both worlds. I get the fantasy
when he sings, and a hunk off stage.”

And the smell of grass no doubt!

“It was a diving post at the near header.”
BBC 5 Live, reporting the dramatic
last-minute goal for Chasetown v Port
Vale.
“No diving in the shallow end!”
Coventry fans on the state of the pitch
at the Sheffield Wednesday match
“I don’t have a big role in the movie, I
play myself and bowl - that can’t be too
difficult to do!” Saj Mahmood on his
part in Bollywood film ‘Victory’ - some
cricket fans would beg to differ on that
one!
“What other way would you approach a
game? Must lose? Must draw?”
Sunderland manager Roy Keane is not
a fan of ‘must-win’ games after his
side’s 3-1 victory over Bolton.

“Parkin’s making a run
towards the box, he
might get there
sometime this week.”
Commentary from
Jonathan Pearce
during the Stoke v
Newcastle Game.

“Over the years whilst fielding at first
slip, Dravid almost seems to have
developed an ability to stick Kumble’s
balls to his hands.” ABC cricket
commentator during Australia-India
series.
“The game’s gone up a notch from
abysmal to dismal.” Stuart Hall
commentating on BBC 5 Live during
Bolton v Birmingham.
“If you want a quiet life you turn a
blind ear.” Geoffrey Boycott on
umpires allowing the Aussies to
sledge.
“The only way we will get into
Europe is by ferry!” Newcastle
boss Kevin Keegan realises it
won’t be plain sailing this season. 
“They can be heroes, just for
Juande.” BBC commentator during
Man Utd v Spurs in the FA Cup. 
“We have to take it on the chin. It is a
kick in the nuts.” Swindon Town
midfielder Lee Peacock. 
“Scotland are playing a very
French style of rugby - like we
normally see from French
sides.” Co-commentator
during the Scotland v
France game.
More at www.bbc.co.uk

You give Greenkeeping a bad name!

Evasive weeds!
We are not to sure whether it’s the weeds
that are in hiding or the company but,
either way, they don’t appear to be
singing from the same hymn sheet!

”
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